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Upcoming Events:

DON'T MISS THIS!

GSCCC Stakeholder Meeting,

June 11, 2015, Concord, NH Meet

our electric vehicle stakeholders: Larry Cook, Nissan Leaf
owner, Gary Lemay, Chevy Volt owner, and Daniel Einspanjer,
Tesla S owner. They will provide a brief overview of the
technology and what it's like to own an EV! They'll also have
their vehicles on display after the meeting. RSVP:
dolores.rebolledo@des.nh.gov.

Multi-Unit Dwelling & EV
Infrastructure Webinar, June 22,
2015, 1:00- 2:30 pm This free webinar is
brought to you by the U.S. Department of Energy and features
an overview of multi-unit dwellings and current approaches to
providing electric vehicle charging in these communities. Click
here to register!

Tenth Annual AltWheels Fleet Day,
October 7, 2015, Norwood, MA For
more information, visit: www.altwheels.org.
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Funding Opportunities:

DRIVE ELECTRIC Nﬁ

Electric Vehicle Charging
Station (EVSE) Rebate offered!

The EVSE rebate program is designed to support
development of EVSE at strategic locations to enable
the operation of EVs throughout New Hampshire and
connect to charging corridors in neighboring

states. Targeted areas of deployment include
interstate highways and other major transportation
corridors, as well as key destinations such as tourist
attractions, large retail centers and large
employment centers.

The maximum rebate for DC fast chargers is
$12,000; and for “Level 2” chargers is

$5,000. Charging stations must be publicly
accessible at all times. All rebates must be pre-
approved and are subject to certain eligibility
criteria. Funding for the rebate program is through
the New Hampshire Office of Energy and Planning
using U.S. Department of Energy funds, in
partnership with NH DES and Granite State Clean
Cities Coalition. A total of $49,000 is available for
fiscal years 2015 and 2016.

For program guidance and a pre-approval application
form please visit NHDES' Drive Electric NH homepage
or visit www.des.nh.gov and look under “*What's
New."”

News of Interest:

It's Official!: The National Renewable Energy Lab
recently approved Granite State Clean Cities' annual
report submission. This report documents the
number of gallons of petroleum reduced in New
Hampshire in 2014, thanks to the information you
provided on our annual survey. New Hampshire
once again decreased its petroleum use in
transportation, by a total of 1,743,135 gallons for
2014! You can view the annual reports for 2014 and
prior years at
www.granitestatecleancities.nh.gov/aboutus/index.htm.

Advisory Board Update: GSCCC's Advisory
Board has a new member! Richard A.
(Rick) Minard, Jr. from the NH Office of Energy and




Planning (OEP) has joined the Board, replacing
Susan Thorne who left OEP several months ago. To
learn more about Rick and our other members Joe
Alosa, Bob Kuhsel, Felice Janelle, Jay Joseph, Scott
Zepp and Mike Whitten, Click here.

Question of the Month: How can I improve
my gas mileage while driving this summer?

Answer: Whether you are taking a summer road
trip or just running errands around town, there are
things you can do to improve your fuel economy and
save money on fuel in the summertime.

You may notice an increase in your fuel economy as
the weather gets warmer. This is because vehicle
engines, transmissions and other components take
less time to warm up and summer gasoline blends
can have slightly more energy per gallon than winter
blends. However, if you use your air conditioning
(AC) a lot or drive with the windows down, you
might actually see your fuel economy drop.

AC is the main contributor to reduced fuel economy
in the summertime. In fact, using the AC can reduce
a conventional vehicle’s fuel economy by as much as
25%, or even more if you are driving a plug-in

electric vehicle (PEV). Driving with the windows
down can also reduce fuel economy due to greater
aerodynamic drag (wind resistance) on the vehicle.
Though this has a small effect on fuel economy,
aerodynamic drag is more apparent when driving at
the highway speeds typical for road trips.

The following tips can help you use the AC more
efficiently and therefore improve fuel economy in the
summer:

Read the owner’s manual for detailed
information on how your vehicle’s AC system works
and how to use it efficiently.

Park your vehicle in shady areas or use a
sunshade to keep the interior from getting too hot.

Do not use the AC more than needed. If
you need to use the AC, avoid using the "max”
setting for extended periods.

If you are driving at high speeds, use the
AC instead of rolling down the windows. If the
vehicle is too hot, you may lower the car windows to
expel hot air for the first few minutes. Once the hot
air has left the vehicle, switch to using the AC.

Avoid excessive idling. Idling can use a
quarter to half a gallon of fuel per hour, and more if
the AC is on. Do not idle the vehicle to cool it down
before a trip; most AC systems actually cool the




vehicle faster while driving.

PEV owners, pre-cool your vehicle with
the AC while still plugged in. Since PEVs use
battery power to provide AC, it can drain the
vehicle’s batteries and reduce the vehicle’s overall
range. If you need to use the AC to cool down your
PEV, try to do so while the vehicle is still charging.

The following tips should be used year-round to
improve fuel economy:

Use cruise control while driving on
highways to maintain a consistent speed and
conserve fuel.

Remove any unnecessary weight from
the vehicle. Vehicles with heavier loads tend to
have reduced fuel economy. An additional 100
pounds in your vehicle can reduce fuel economy by
1%.

Avoid transporting cargo on the rooftop
of the vehicle. Traveling with cargo on the roof
increases wind resistance and can significantly lower
your fuel economy. Rear-mounted cargo has a much
smaller effect on fuel economy than rooftop cargo.

Avoid aggressive driving. Aggressive
driving (speeding, quick acceleration and heavy
braking) can reduce fuel economy by as much as
33% at highway speeds and 5% at city speeds. This
informational video shows real-world effects of
aggressive driving on fuel economy:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4zWXwqgggHmO.

Ensure your tires are properly inflated.
Tires that are not inflated to the proper pressure can
reduce fuel economy by 0.3% for every one pound
per square inch (PSI) drop in pressure in all of the
tires. Having your tires inflated to the proper
pressure is also safer and can help tires last longer.

Pay attention to the speed limit. Not only
is this a safe practice, but gas mileage tends to
decrease when driving at speeds above 50 miles per
hour.

For more information on how to improve your fuel
economy, please refer to the following
FuelEconomy.gov websites:

Fuel Economy in Hot Weather -
http://www.fueleconomy.gov/feg/hotweather.shtml

Gas Mileage Tips -
http://www.fueleconomy.gov/feg/drive.shtml

Keeping Your Vehicle in Shape -
http://www.fueleconomy.gov/feg/maintain.jsp.

Clean Cities Technical Response Service Team
technicalresponse@icfi.com
800-254-6735
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